602                   A   GLASTONBURY   ROMANCE
reins. "I presume he's going to put up at the Pilgrims', eh?" he
said.
"You're not deserting your own show, Geard?"
"Seen enough of it for a while," replied Mr. Geard. "I may
come back before it's finished though. I want to hear how you've
enjoyed it."
Blimp's hands were on the reins to pull the vehicle round.
"You won't mind if I use your cart for a minute before he
takes it back to town?"9
"Not at all, Geard, not at all," Lord P. rejoined, "as long as
you don't ask me to get up again!" He uttered these last words
with a grimace that was clearly intended to make a jest of his
recent attack of nerves. Not a soul had seen the fear in his eyes
except Mr. Geard and possibly Sergeant Blimp, but it was char-
acteristic of the man to make a point of honour of this humorous
confession.
"Yes, the front row, officer," the Mayor added, in answer to
one of the policemen. "Lady Rachel is keeping a seat for him."
He laid his bare hand on Blimp's neatly gloved one. "Wait a
little," he murmured. "I want him to get well ahead."
"Right you are, your Worship," said the sergeant.
"You two had a near shave," said Mr. Geard.
"Tut, tut! 'Twere nothing to the dust I've seen kicked up in my
time," replied the sergeant. "His Lordship ain't as young a man
as he was ten years ago."
"A mob's a nasty thing," said Mr. Geard, giving the man such
an understanding glance that Blimp answered with a wink.
"His nerves ain't what they were," he said. The Mayor looked
round. It was extraordinary how quickly the crowd had scattered.
"I don't want any arrests made, nor does Lord P.," he re-
marked emphatically to a policeman who was holding their
horse's head. The animal was still trembling a little.
The man touched his helmet. "As your Worship wishes."
"Drive after your master, Sergeant," Mr. Geard directed, "but
not fast. I want to see him safely in his seat."
The policeman let go of the bridle and the green-wheeled dog-
cart set off at a walking pace towards the scene of the Pageant.
They soon reached a spot from which it was possible to get a